
Susann G. Mark is a business attorney, having practiced both in private practice, as a partner in 
Tillinghast, Licht and Semonoff from 1988 until 1998 and as corporate counsel, first to Textron 
Inc. from 1978-1988 and then as Vice President and General Counsel of Providence Energy 
Corporation from 1999 until 2001, when the company was acquired by Southern Union 
Corporation.  Prior to returning to private practice in 2007, Susann worked in development of 
affordable housing in Rhode Island, opening a partnership office for Fannie Mae in 2001 and 
later serving as Executive Director of Elmwood Foundation from 2004 until 2006.  Since moving 
to Providence in 1978, Susann has been active in many capacities in community service, serving 
on the Providence Historic District Commission from 1983-1989, on the Boards of Planned 
Parenthood of Rhode Island from 1982-1992, of Planned Parenthood of Southern New England 
from 2011- present, of Main Street RI from 2000-2002 and of the RI Children's Crusade for 
Higher Education (presently, the College Crusade) from 1995-2005.  Susann is also a member of 
the Board of Trustees of Temple Beth El, having served as Board President from 2004-
2007.  Susann was co-chair of Mayor Elorza's Transition Committee for Ethics and 
Transparency.  She received her BA in European History from Smith College and her JD from 
University of Denver.  She serves as Chair of the Commission.  Her term on the Providence 
Ethics Commission will conclude in January 2019. 

 

Jose F. Batista is a life-long resident of Providence and was recently admitted to the Rhode 
Island bar. As an associate at Petrarca Law Office LLC in Providence, Jose uses his legal 
training and experience to provide comprehensive legal services to clients in both civil and 
criminal matters. In addition to practicing law, Jose is passionate about community service and 
has most recently served as president of the Rhode Island Latino Civic Fund where he leads a 
board dedicated to empowering the Latino community via civic engagement and participation 
and also served as a founding board member at College Visions, a local non-profit dedicated to 
providing low-income, first generation youth with the individualized advising and resources 
needed to enroll and succeed in college. Jose holds a bachelor’s degree in business management 
from Bryant University, a Juris Doctor from Roger Williams University and was admitted to the 
Rhode Island bar in May 2015.  His term on the Providence Ethics Commission will conclude in 
February 2018.  

 

Daniel Chaika has been a long-time resident of the City of Providence. He is a 1984 graduate of 
Providence College and a 1987 graduate of Suffolk University Law School. He has been 
admitted to practice law in the State of Rhode Island since 1987 and has been practicing in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts since 1988 and in the State of Connecticut since 1990.  His 
office is located on South Water Street in Providence where he maintains a general practice. He 
has been recognized for his pro bono services in Family Court and has presented several 
educational programs, including ethics, to members of the RI Bench and Bar.  His term on the 
Providence Ethics Commission will conclude in February 2019. 
 

Vanessa E. Crum, Esq., is the CONTRACTS ADMINISTRATOR at the Rhode Island 
Department of Transportation, Providence, RI. Ms. Crum also administers the Disadvantaged 
Business Enterprise (DBE), OJT and Contractor Compliance Programs. Previously she served as 



LEGAL COUNSEL for RIDOT’s legislative unit and in prior years was LEGAL COUNSEL for 
the DBE Program at RIDOT. Her state service began in 1986. She also was the City of 
Providence’s Minority Business Enterprise (MBE) Compliance Officer in the early 1990s.  
Vanessa is a member of the Rhode Island Bar Association. She is a graduate of the Columbus 
School of Law, Catholic University, with a Juris Doctorate degree.  She is a graduate of the 
Johns Hopkins University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Social and Behavioral Sciences.  
Born in Providence, she attended Providence Public Schools through elementary and thereafter, 
The Wheeler School, graduating in 1974.  Her term on the Providence Ethics Commission will 
conclude in February 2017. 

 

Elsa Duré is the Chief of Policy & Expansion at the Rhode Island Mayoral Academies (RIMA), 
a non-profit organization dedicated to supporting mayoral academies: high-performing, diverse, 
regional public schools governed by mayor-led school boards. There she leads the work on state 
education policy, school growth and sustainability, and special research projects including 
documenting "what's working" in mayoral academies. Prior to joining RIMA, Elsa was a 
research associate at the Annenberg Institute for School Reform at Brown University (AISR) 
where she implemented, managed, and documented research projects at the local and regional 
levels. While at AISR, she primarily supported the Ford Foundation’s More and Better Learning 
Time Initiative and the Central Falls High School Transformation Study.  Elsa is involved in 
various community-based initiatives, including serving as an Executive Committee Member for 
the NAACP Providence Branch. Elsa holds a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a master’s 
degree in urban education policy from Brown University.  Her term on the Providence Ethics 
Commission will conclude in February 2018.  

 

Ethan C. Gyles is a licensed professional environmental engineer and senior project manager for 
ERM, a global consulting firm specializing in sustainability and the environment. His 
professional practice focuses on contaminated site remediation and environmental permitting for 
clients in the manufacturing, defense, and chemical sectors. He is a member of the American 
Academy of Environmental Engineers and Scientists and the Rhode Island Society of 
Environmental Professionals. Gyles is active in the community, and is a member of the Summit 
Neighborhood Association and Common Cause Rhode Island, a non-partisan organization 
advocating for transparency and accountability in government.  Gyles holds a B.S. in 
environmental sciences and an M.S. in civil/environmental engineering from the University of 
New Hampshire.  His term on the Providence Ethics Commission will conclude in February 
2017. 

 

Zack Mezera is executive director of the Providence Student Union, a youth-led organization 
focused on building student power to ensure young people have a fair say in improving their 
education.  He holds a bachelor’s degree in religious studies and public policy from Brown 
University.  His term on the Providence Ethics Commission will conclude in February 2019. 

 


