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In an effort to promote affordable housing in Providence and strengthen its housing programs, 
the city began collaborating with the State’s Housing Resources Commission, in the summer of 
2013. This collaboration allowed Providence housing funds to be jointly solicited with the 
Building Homes Rhode Island (BHRI) Request for Proposals (RFP), consolidating the 
application processes and streamlining application review. 
 
Applications were due in August 2013, with city HOME awards announced in September to 
meet HUD deadlines. Nearly $20 million in requests were received from projects all over the city 
of Providence, with limited resources available to fund them.    
 
The BHRI Distribution Committee - made up of representatives of the City of Providence, the 
State of Rhode Island and key affordable housing stakeholders - gave advisory recommendations 
to Providence, with the city having final authority over the use of its funds. Providence-based 
projects were consistently reviewed for timeliness, developer capacity, site control, project costs 
and commitment of other funding sources. Those projects that could not be supported with city 
resources were subsequently considered for state affordable housing bond funding (BHRI). 
 
The city has been working closely with HUD to adopt new policies and procedures for the 
administration of housing program funds. This process was underway, with new HOME 
regulations being issued, during the application cycle. As necessary, compliance with HUD 
requirements – including these new regulations – was incorporated into the review process. 
Those projects initially recommended for approval were ultimately underwritten – in partnership 
with the State and HUD guidance – before final award approval and announcement. 
 
The city has released, for public comment, draft funding criteria and priorities to be used for 
future funding decisions, and amended application forms and procedures are currently being 
drafted. The city and state hope to continue this coordination of available, affordable housing 
resources, for the well-being of our communities and those whom we serve. 
 


